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leaders protest that such a project would have “calamitous effects on the
standard of life.”

WWi: A British ship carries 1,083 Chinese from Shandong, China,
bound for Le Havre, as part of the first group of 100,000 coolies
recruited from to serve in the Britizh Chinese Labour Corps digging
trenches and latrines, repairing roads and railways. and unloading
munitions and supplies in France for the Allied effort. Hundreds of
Chinese students serve as translators. Many also work in armaments
factories and naval shipyards or help to build munitions depots for a
pittance of one to three francs a day. The Chinese are never allowed
beyvond camp grounds or to fraternize locally. The Chinese workers are
identified and addressed not by their name, but by a reference number.
(Their contribution will largely be forgotten until military ceremonies
resume in 2002 at the Chinese cemetery of Noyelles-sur-Mer, France.
Some 5,000 to 7,000 remain in France, forming the nucleus of what
becomes the Chinese community in Paris. See also: Strange meeting:
China and the First World War and China’s WWI effort draws new
attention.)

1918: Census records show the number of Chinese living in Pennyfields,
Poplar at 182; all are men, 9 of whom have English wives.

At the end of WW1, the Chinese Labour Corps numbers some 96,000.
The remaining Chinese workers are put to work learning mines,
recovering the bodies of soldiers and filling in miles of trenches.

FURTHER READING:

WW2 War Risk Bonus: Liverpool and its Chinese Seamen
Cford Dictionary of Nafional Biography Shen Fuzong (c.1656—1891), Robert K. Batchelor

A South Asian History of Britain: Four Centuries of Peopies from the Indian Subcontinent, Michael
Fisher, Shompa Lahiri and Shinder Thandi. London: Gresnwood Press, May 2007

The Gentleman’s Magazine, August 1805 - abituary of John Anthony

Limehouse Blues: Looking for Chinafown in the London Docks, 1900-1940, Dr John Seed. History
Workshop Journal, No. 62 (Autumn 2008), pp.58-85

Untold London: The Chiness In Limehause 1800 - 1840 by John Seed
Yvonne Foley on the history and experiences of Eurasians in the UK: Half and half

Sole Survivar: A Story of Record Endurance at Sea, Ruthanne Lum McCunn (Scholastic NY
1995) The account of Chinese seaman Poon Lim.

Chinese Liverpudiians: A history of the Chinese Community in Liverpool, by Maria Lin Wong. Liver
Press. 1939,

The Chinese in Britain, 1800 - Fresent: Economy, Transnationalizm, and Identity by Gregor
Benton and E. T. Gomez. Palgrave, 2007.

Wiastarn Learning for Practical Application Chinese Students in Scotfand 1830- 1830 Dr lan
Wotherspoon in SINE (Journal of the Scotland-China Association), 1ssue 22004, Scotland-China
Association, Edinburgh

The Silent Traveller in London, Chiang Yee, 1938 (reprinted 2002 Signal Press)
The Sitent Traveller in Qxford, Chiang Yee, 1944 (reprinted 2003 Signal Books)
Lady Precious Stream, 5. |. Hsiung, 1935 (Samuel French Inc)
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ARCHIVES HUB: Another online catalogue linked to archives across the country, recommended by the Archivist at the Labour History Archive! https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLU3z7Og38s&ab_channel=ArchivesHub
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/guides/resourcesaboutarchives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLU3z7Og38s&ab_channel=ArchivesHub
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/guides/resourcesaboutarchives/
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National archives
Search - UK Government Web Archive (nationalarchives.gov.uk)
Women in the royal navy
Include – Manchester
[ARCHIVED CONTENT] UK Government Web Archive - The National Archives
[ARCHIVED CONTENT] A NAVAL WEDDING. 31 AUGUST 1944, DOVERCOURT. AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, DOVERCOURT, HARWICH, THE MARRIAGE TOOK PLACE OF CODER W E TYLER, OF HMS MALLARD, WHOSE HOME IS IN MANCHESTER, AND WREN MARION ORR, OF EDINBURGH, WHO WORKED IN THE ENGINEER'S WORKSHOP AT HARWICH NAVAL BASE. SHIPMATES OF BOTH THE BRIDE AND GROOM ATTENDED THE CEREMONY AND WRENS FROM THE WORKSHOP PROVIDED AN ARCHWAY OF HUGE SPANNERS AS THE COUPLE LEFT THE CHURCH. | Imperial War Museums (nationalarchives.gov.uk)


https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/search/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/search/result/?q=wrens
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20200217111801/https:/www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205157120
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